Price $2.00 Per Year 


The Eddy Seminars 


Sherwood Eddy’s European Seminar has become a 
national institution. The itinerary for 1938 includes 12 
days in London, six days in Paris, six in Berlin, three in 
Copenhagen, two in Stockholm, two in Helsingfors, three 
in Leningrad, six in Moscow, three in Kiev, two in War- 
saw, three days in Vienna and eight in Geneva. The 
Seminar will sail from New York on the Queen Mary on 
June 22, returning from Cherbourg on the Aquitania 
on August 24. 

During the voyage over daily lectures and discussions 
will provide the background for the program in Europe. 
Eminent speakers will be heard in all the cities visited. 

The size of the group is being sharply limited and an 
effort is being made to secure a balanced distribution of 
representatives of different professions—educators, clergy- 
men, etc. While there will be ample opportunity for sight- 
seeing the purpose of the Seminar is a serious one and a 
heavy program of study is planned. 

It is estimated that the cost will vary from $850 to $985 
per person. 

An American Seminar is planned for ten days following 
Easter, from April 19 to April 30. Several days will 
be spent in Washington, during which interviews will be 
held with the President, members of the Cabinet and other 
members of the government as well as prominent labor 
leaders. The remainder of the period will be spent in 
New York, where city officials, educators, ministers and 
others will meet the members of the Seminar. 

For those who can afford additional time a trip is 
planned to Cincinnati, Memphis and vicinity, and to the 
Delta Cooperative Farm at Rochdale, Miss. On the 
return trip visits will be made to the great dam and power 
projects of the Mississippi Valley. This optional part of 
the Seminar tour will be completed about May 5. 

The cost for the American Seminar, including the op- 
tional trip and figured from Washington on, is expected 
to be from $180 to $190. Inquiries concerning the Sem- 
inars should be sent to Sherwood Eddy, 52 Vanderbilt 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


A Ceremony of the Land 


The following “ceremony of the land” is the text of a 
ritual arranged by Howard Kester and Evelyn Smith and 
carried out at the annual convention of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union for 1937 held at Muskogee, Okla- 
homa, with Howard Kester, a member of the National 


Saturday, January 29/1938 


INFORMATION SERVICE 


Published Weekly, Except During July and August, by the 


DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
297 FourtH AvENUE, New York, N. Y. 


Vol. XVIL, No. 5 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America is a federation of twenty-three national religious bodies through which 
they are rendering united service. Articies appearing nerein furnish information on current issues and are not to be construed 
as deciarations of official attitudes or policies of the Federal Council of Churches. 


Entered as second-class matter January 4, 1924, at the post ofice at New York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Executive Council, serving as reader. The sources of the 
non-biblical quotations are to be found in Mr. Kester’s 
book Revolt Among the Sharecroppers published by 
Covici Friede, Inc., New York, in 1936, except the first 
which is from Markham’s poem, “The Man with the 
Hoe.” The author of the closing prayer was Walter 
Rauschenbusch. 


READER: 
“Bowed by the weight of centuries he leans 
Upon his hoe and gazes on the ground, 
The emptiness of ages in his face, 
And on his back the burden of the world.” 


AUDIENCE: 

“Who made him dead to rapture and despair . . . 
Stolid and stunned, a brother to the ox?” 

Reaper: “The status of tenancy demands complete de- 
pendence. The landlord assumes the prerogative of 
direction in the choice of crop, the method by which it shall 
be cultivated, and how and when and where it shall be sold. 
He keeps the records and determines the earnings. 
Through the commissary or credit merchant, even the 
choice of diet is determined. The landlord can determine 
the kind and amount of schooling for the children, the 
extent to which they may share benefits intended for all 
the people. He may even determine the relief they receive 
in the extremity of their distress. He controls the courts, 
the agencies of law enforcement, and can effectively 
phy any efforts at organization to protect their meager 
rights.” 

AUDIENCE: “It is ye that have eaten up the vineyard; 
the spoil of the poor is in your houses; what mean ye 
that you crush my people and grind the faces of the poor ?” 
Isa. 3:14, 15. 

READER: “The South hasn’t had enough pay since the 
Civil War to advance a single step in civilization. Whole 
families live on twenty-five cents a day. . . . Since the 
Civil War, whether white or colored, the sharecropper 
has been the equivalent of slave labor.” “Whenever I 
travel through the Cotton Belt—the things that haunt me 
most are the ragged tenants, wrinkled wives, half fed, 
anaemic children and the wretched hovels in which they 
live, whether white or Negro. For the past fifty years 
cotton has been produced out of the very life blood of 
the South.” 

AUDIENCE: “Woe unto him that buildeth his house by 
unrighteousness and his chambers by injustice ; that useth 
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his neighbor’s service without wages and giveth him not his 
hire.” Je. 22:13. 

Reaper: “In the cotton fields of the South is the most 
stark serfdom that is left anywhere in the western world. 
The sharecropper is a man who possesses as near to 
nothing as any man in the United States.” “He has no 
such rights as peasants had acquired in the Middle Ages 
under feudalism.” ‘The landlord owns the land, the im- 
plements and the mules and sometimes by an unwritten 
law the sharecropper himself.” 

AUDIENCE: “Woe unto them that join house to house, 
that lay field to field till there be no room, and ye be 
made to dwell alone in the midst of the land!” Isa. 5:8 

Reaper: “I have travelled over most of Europe and 
part of Africa but I have never seen such terrible sights 
as I saw among the sharecroppers. . .. . Here are people 
of good stock, potential members of a great community, 
and they are being treated worse than animals, worse than 
farming implements and stock. They are not shiftless, 
they want to work. They want to live decently as workers ; 
but even the right to work is denied them. They seem to 
be denied all their rights.” 

AuDIENCE: “And justice is turned away backward, 
and righteousness standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in 
the street, and uprightness cannot enter.” Isa. 59:14. 

READER: “Come now, you rich men, weep and shriek 
over your impending miseries! You have been storing up 
treasure in the very last days; your wealth lies rotting... 
your gold and silver lie rusted over, and their rust will 
be evidence against you . . . See, the wages of which you 
have defrauded the workmen who mowed your fields call 
out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears 
of the Lord of Hosts.” James 5: 1-4. 

AupIENcE: “Woe unto them that decree unrighteous 
decrees . . . to turn aside the needy from justice, to 
rob the poor of my people of their rights.” Isa. 10:1-2. 

Reaper: “We live in a land of plenty and yet we re- 
ceive only $4.00 ration per month for those who work and 
there is nothing allowed for small children, and babies, 
and on 60 cents a day a man is supposed to support a 
family and what if he should fail to get out of debt which 
for the last five years has been the case? In the summer 
there is not enough food to feed our hungry mouths and 
in winter we have no money to buy clothes to cover our 
naked bodies. Our babies cry for milk and our children 
grow up in ignorance. Our school house is falling down 
and there are no windows or doors and the floor is warped 
up in the middle. We have no school books and no 
money to buy any. Our houses are unfit for mules to live 
in. The landlord oppresses us, robs us of our wages when 
he wants to. We have members that are homeless and 
have no place to go.” 

AUDIENCE: “Yesterday we begged for mercy, today 
we demand justice!” 

READER: “There is only one hopeful thing about the 
situation and that is the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. 
Here one may see the truest human values, brotherhood 
and loyalty and immense courage in the face of danger and 
here something has happened of terrific historical im- 
portance. For the first time in the history of the United 
States, perhaps in the history of the world, the white and 
colored people are working together in a common cause 
with complete trust and friendship. They are working 
together for what is supposed to be everyone’s birthright 
—a decent standard of living, education, security, hope for 
the future. At present they have none of these things ; 


their only hope of getting them is through their union. 
The central government failed them. It is quite clear that 
the planters want to keep the sharecroppers in a state of 
slavery. Up to now they have managed to do this. But 
the eyes of the world are on them. For the sake of all 
that we value in civilization, the present state of things 
has got to be finished.” 

AupieNcE: All power to the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union. 

Reaper: “And God hath made of one blood all the 
races of men to dwell together on the face of the earth.” 
We who are Indians lived here before other races came 
and drove us from our homes and land. Now we are 


disinherited. We who are Negroes were brought from — 


our native homes in chains. We have always been land- 
less. We who are white men came to make ourselves 
homes. We are now homeless and landless. We who are 
Mexicans were lured here by promises of a better life. 
Now we are homeless and as strangers in a strange land. 
Together we cry LAND FOR THE LANDLESS. 

AUDIENCE: “Let justice roll down as the waters and 
righteousness as a mighty stream.” ALL POWER TO THE 
SOUTHERN TENANT Farmers’ Union! 

Reaver: “Today we face a world struggling to be 
born. A world of freedom, justice and plenty where none 
shall be oppressed and none shall go hungry or cold. The 
day dawns. We march each day toward tomorrow with a 
clear faith in ourselves, our union, and the things for 
which we struggle.” 

AupIENcE: “Our road has been hard, our pathway 
filled with trouble and the trail over which we have come 
filled with tears but we have not faltered nor turned back.” 


READER: 


“Some of our brothers lie dead. 

Some languish in jail. 

Some are rotting out their lives on prison farms. 

Some have been exiled from their native land. 

We all live on death-colored wages. 

Their wives and children are a testimony against the 
terror and misery of King Cotton’s tottering 
empire.” 

AUDIENCE: 


“Establish justice. . . . Create plenty. 
Abolish tenancy. . . . Destroy poverty. 
All power to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union.” 
READER: “We face the future with all those who earn 
their bread by the sweat of their brow, who hate tyranny 
and oppression and who love justice, truth and beauty.” 


AUDIENCE: “All power to the disinherited every- 
where.” All power to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union. 

Reaver: “By struggling eternally for one another we 
shall dry the ancient tears of the oppressed, dry up the 
wells of despair and hopelessness and build a world free 
from poverty, tyranny and want.” 

AUDIENCE: “Let us press forward to the land of our 
dreams. All power to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union.” 

READER: “Yesterday we did not see the land of 
promise which offers to all men, women and children a 
full and abundant life, today we behold it and with firm 
feet march toward it; tomorrow we shall rise up and 
seize it.” 


AvuDIENCE: “To the disinherited belongs the future.” 
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READER: “And the land shall not be sold in perpe- 
tuity.” Lev. 25:23. 

AuDIENCE: “Land and Justice—Justice and Land.” 

Reaper: “The land is the common heritage of the 

le.” 

y Land to the Landless. 

READER: “To the disinherited belongs the future.” 

AupiencE: “All power to the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union!” 

CEREMONY 


READER: Delegates to the annual convention of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union, march one by one to 
receive a portion of this earth brought by your brother 
delegates from the states in which they struggle for a 
better life. Gather now a few grains from the soil of 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Missouri 
and Texas, where the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union is 
a living force. Mingle these grains in one heap—as a 
symbol of the land on which we live and labor. This bit 
of earth is to be taken as a token of that for which we 
are united in struggle. 


CLOSING 


READER: For seventy years we have been the victims 
of a semi-slave system known as share-cropping which at 
times is more brutal and humiliating than chattel slavery 
itself. For years our oppressors kept us divided and 
made us struggle against our own brothers. By so doing 
they made slaves of us all. Today a new light has come 
to our eyes, a new understanding to our minds and we no 
longer struggle against one another, but we struggle to- 
gether against our oppressors, knowing that out of a dark 
and gloomy past, as we struggle together, we shall gain 
the things for which our hearts long. By means of this 
ceremony we have dedicated our lives to the task of 
securing land, freedom and bread. Divided we stand but 
united in struggle in the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 
we shall inherit that for which we have yearned, labored 
= died. All power to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 

nion. 

AUDIENCE: The land is the common heritage of the 
people. 

READER: Land to the landless. 

AUDIENCE: To the disinherited belongs the future. 

Reader and Audience join in repeating the following 
prayer : 

“Speed now the day when the plains and the hills and 
all the wealth thereof shall be the people’s own and free 
men shall not live as tenants of men on the earth which 
Thou hast given to all.” Amen. 


American Women on Divorce 


In an effort to determine what the women of the United 
States actually think on important questions the Ladies 
Home Journal is making “a nation-wide survey—a scien- 
tific cross-sectioning of that curiously human, unpredicta- 
ble thing: public opinion. The method is the same that 
foretold with stunning accuracy the results of the Roose- 
velt-Landon battle in 1936.” 

The first inquiry deals with divorce and related ques- 
tions. The information was secured through personal in- 
terviews, extended to include several times the number of 
women which expert advisers considered an adequate 
statistical sampling. The results have been scientifically 
tabulated for publication in the February issue of the 
Journal. A summary of the replies is as follows: 
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“A majority of the women of America believe: 

“In divorce ; 69 per cent said ‘Yes.’ 

“That divorce laws should be identical in all states 
of the union; 94 per cent said ‘Yes.’ 

“That money is the chief source of friction in marriage. 

“That parents-in-law cause relatively little friction. 

“That any of the following offenses are grounds for a 
divorce: adultery, desertion, cruelty, habitual drunken- 
ness, failure to provide, venereal disease contracted before 
marriage, drug or dope habit. 

“That young people should be taught more about sex 
before they get married. 

“That sex instruction should be given by their parents. 

“That girls should not marry with a mental reservation 
that divorce can free them.” 

Replies to the question, “Do you believe in divorce?” 
were as follows: 


YES NO 

71 29 
Non-church members ............. 15 
Married women and widows........ 67 33 
92 8 
Income Groups 

Under $1500 a year ............. 66 34 
Age Groups 


Only Catholic women, the Journal points out, “failed to 
give an affirmative majority.” 

There was an emphatic vote in favor of uniform divorce 
laws, not a single classification failing to approve. 


YES NO 
95 
95 5 
Non-church members ............. 93 7 
Married women and widows ...... 95 5 
93 7 
Income Groups 

94 6 

Under $1500 a year ............ 94 6 
Age Groups 


Reasons given for the broken marriages placed quarrels 
over money first in all classifications. Jealousy received 
a surprisingly low rating, although it may be significant 
that it was given its highest score among divorcees. Here 
are the figures: 


ALL CITY FARM SMALL _DI- 

WOMEN WOMEN WOMEN TOWN VORCED 

69% 72% 59% 68% 58% 
18 16 20 19 28 
3. Rearing of children 13 13 13 16 4 
4. Little things ...... 12 12 12 10 10 
5. Drinking .......<. 7 6 11 7 10 
a ee 6 6 5 7 3 


“Like the divorcee,” says the Journal, “the farmer’s wife 
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is more inclined to jealousy—and so is the farmer—than 
her city sister. But jealousy fades with increasing age. 
It was named as a cause of quarrels by 22 per cent of the 
women under thirty, by 16 per cent of the women between 
thirty and forty-five and by only 14 per cent of the women 
over forty-five. So there is no universal cause of friction 
except, as we have seen, money.” 

Also, “People are happier on farms in so far as the root 
of all evil is concerned. Yet greater prosperity, unfor- 
tunately, seems to heighten this tendency to quarrel about 
money. Only 65 per cent of the wives with incomes of 
less than $1500 a year named this as the chief cause of 
marital unhappiness; 74 per cent of the ones with more 
than $1,500 did so. Further, it is the years between thirty 
and forty-five when financial troubles are the greatest. 
This is understandable. The children are becoming an in- 
creasing drain.” 

Only 44 per cent of the women interviewed regarded 
sex relationships as a basic cause of divorce, and 56 per 
cent did not. However, the divorced women as a group 
disagreed with the majority vote ; 68 per cent of these con- 
sidered sex disharmony most largely responsible for mar- 
riage failures. 

In spite of this division, however, all groups agreed on 
the desirability of more sex instruction for young people. 


YES NO 
BROWNE: 86 14 
Non-church members 86 14 
Married women and widows........ 83 17 
Income Groups 

Under $1500 a year ............ 84 16 
Age Groups 


The women, nevertheless, did not support sex instruction 
in the classroom. Sixty-two per cent considered the home 


the better place. Farmers’ wives (by 77 per cent), Prot- 
estants, Catholics, non-churchgoers, young and older 
women agreed on this. School and college were given 
second place, then printed sources; only a fraction voted 
for delegating this task to a physician, and even fewer ap- 
proved the church or Sunday school. 

“The women of the country have explicit ideas about 
the sort of legislation they want to govern divorce. A 
measure designed to suit a majority of them would be 
more liberal than some of the current statutes. But it 
would undoubtedly be more stringent than is now the case 
in Nevada, Wyoming, Florida, Arkansas and Idaho, 
which are competing for the divorce business of the coun- 
try, and have lax requirements on the establishment of 
residence.” 

“In describing the circumstances under which decrees 
should be granted,” says the report, “the outstanding dis- 
covery revealed by the answers was that the double 
standard still persists in the minds of American women. 
Only 44 per cent of all the women said that a wife might 
divorce a husband for adultery. But 54 per cent declared 
that a husband would be justified in divorcing a wife on 
that ground.” The figures follow: 


WIFE 


HUSBAND 
JUSTIFIED JUSTIFIED 
53% 44% 
. 56 43 
Small town 54 45 
Protestants 56 49 
Catholics ........ 47 35 
Non-church 50 39 
Married women and widows 53 45 
Under 30 years .. ‘ 54 44 
Over 45 years 53 47 


“Unchastity before marriage on the part of the wife was 
included by a mere 15 per cent as: legal grounds for di- 
vorce. Husbandly premarital excursions were named by 
only 14 per cent. Again, the farmer’s wife and the small- 
town woman are slightly more rigid than the city women.” 

Grounds for divorce to be provided for in uniform leg- 
islation were ranked as in the table below. 


VENEREAL 

CRUEL DISEASE DRUG 
ADULTERY DESERTION AND HABITUAL FAILURE CONTRACTED OR 

ABUSIVE DRUNKEN- TO BEFORE DOPE 

TREATMENT NESS PROVIDE § MARRIAGE HABIT 

84% 80% 74% 72% 64% 61% 58% 
83 74 72 63 64 60 
88 82 15 72 65 54 51 
ee ne 83 79 72 71 66 56 54 
87 80 74 73 65 60 57 
78 72 70 64 57 60 53 
Non-church members ........ 81 86 78 75 66 64 63 
Married women and widows.. 85 79 73 71 63 61 57 
87 89 85 80 77 69 70 
83 81 75 72 63 61 59 
Wader 30 Fears 83 84 78 72 65 64 61 
83 80 74 72 64 59 57 
87 75 69 72 62 60 56 
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